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Respected audience, 

Today is Eid-ul-Fitr. We celebrate this day to express our 
happiness and gratitude to Allah (Subhana-hu-Ta’ala (ST)) for 
providing us an opportunity to observe fasting, offering additional 
prayers, alms and charity, as well as recitation and comprehension 
of Quran during Ramadan. We celebrate the completion of these 
noble acts during Ramadan. We offer two-raka'at prayer to” 
proclaim His supremacy, and bow ourselves in gratitude to Allah. 
It was all possible only because of His mercy. Otherwise, for 
people weak and susceptible as we are, it was not an easy task. | 
Dear brothers and sisters, : 

Today's world overwhelms us with its glories and wonders. 
The whole world resembles a marketplace. It appears as if the 
earth has brought out its entire treasures. Objects of comfort and 
luxury are abundant and easily accessible. Everyone is busy 
grasping the affordable and vying for the methods and means to. 
Those who cannot afford this, feel a sense. of deprivation and 
desperation. Today,- people are indifferent to any larger goal in 
their life, or the long-term consequences of their behavior. The 
obsession for a lavish Jife has led human to close his eyes from the 
negative side of this lifestyle. Even more disturbing is the growing 
indifference towards any meaning in life. 

The ‘world powers’ are’ bent upon outright destruction, 
tyranny, oppression, and exploitation. They have callously decided 
that they will not let anyone rise and progress beyond a certain 
limit, which they alone controi. They conspire and connive to 
achieve their misguided goals and even resort to mass execution of 
an entire nation that does not support their moves. They create an 
environment of horror and panic. 

These ‘super powers' have adopted: various strategies to 
achieve their evil aspirations. They support countries whose rulers 
are allies to these conspiracies, and help in realizing these 
ambitions. However, they declare any independent nation, which 
does not surrender to them, a threat tu world peace, These 
powers, then, wipe out such nations and confiscate their wealth 
and resources. , 
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In cases, where these 'super powers' perceive that military 
action is not essential, they adopt the policy of economy capture. 
To this end, they are practicing their self-conceived ideas of 
independent economy | and open markets in a large part of the 
world. 

Every nation vies for, and has the right to economic growth 
and prosperity. It, therefore, should get opportunities for the 
same. However, in the name of economic progress, enforcing 
policies or practices leading to a‘ nation's economy capture is 
unacceptable. No such aggression should be permitted. 

Our nation is also a victim of this tendency. The manner, in 
which, in the name of open markets, multinational organizations 
are spreading their network at an alarming rate is scary, and a 
cause of concern for our nation. This is an organized attempt 

* towaris eecnomic subjugation of our nation. 

The multinational companies bring along their own culture 
detrimental to our moral values. In addition, it is also well known 
that the impact of these capitalist nations and their culture 
encourages destructive tendencies in nations where they operate. 
They cause major damage to the unity and integrity of a nation. 
They indeed benefit from existing differences amongst groups in 
a nation. They, therefore, make efforts to enhance the inter-group 
clashes. Thus, they encourage fascist forces, which destroy the 
unity and integrity of that nation. 

In contrast, Islam is against any kind of tyranny, exploitation, 
terrorist and destructive acts, and sedition and violence. The 
fascist forces, therefore, consider Islam as their biggest rival, and 
are constantly engaged in creating an atmosphere against it in the 
whole world. They want people to believe that the foundation of all 
forms of terrorism is in Islam, and Muslims practice it. This 
shows their utter ignorance about Islam. 

Islam proclaims that it is a religion sent to us by Allah, How 
can one imagine that it teaches or permits any act of destruction 
or exploitation as it will be an outright rejection of the religion 
itself. Islam asserts that sufferings of this world are a result of 
humankind forgetting Allah's guidance and adopting a misguided 
path. Allah has created this world with natural peace and harmony, 
“but humankind's wrong deeds have filled it with corruption and 
unrest, and that violence and disruption across land and sea is a 
result of humankind's wrongs. Even so, it is only the consequence 
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of some of the wicked deeds. The final payback of the offenses 
will only be in the hereafter. This aggression and hostility, from 
_ which neither any piece of land is free nor the oceanic 
environment safe, invites man to stop, think, and revisit his 
conduct. Humankind should sincerely submit to Allah's guidance to 
restore harmony and peace. 
You and I, and all of us together will have to convey to the 
world that Islam comes to the rescue of the world from the 
. heedlessness, and the crisis and challenges that confront it. It is a 
radiance. to illuminate the world and shed away the darkness. 
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(This is) a book, which we have revealed unto you (O' 
Mohammad (PBUH)) in order that you might lead 
mankind out- of. darkness (disbelief and polytheism) 
into light (of belief in oneness of Allah and Islamic 
monotheism) by their Lord's leave to the path of 
All-Mighty, the owner of all Praise. (Ibrahim: 1) 

Islam bestows new life to all those who are on the verge of 
failure due to negligent and careless attitude. Islam bestows 
humankind with a new life-through faith and reflection, morality 
and character, and good conduct and performance. 
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Is he who was dead (without faith by ignorance and 
disbelief) and we gave him life (by knowledge and faith) 
and set for him a light (of belief) whereby he can walk 
amongst men - like himi who is in the darkness (of 
disbelief, polytheism, and hypocrisy) from which he can 
never come out. Thus it is made fair seeming to the 
disbelievers that which they used to do. (Al-Anaam:122) 
Islam ensures this world a life free of violence and 
aggression, and of a judicious balance in all matters. 
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And do not do mischief on the earth, after it has been 
set in order, and invoke Him with fear and hope. 
Surely, Allah’s mercy is (ever) near unto the 
good-doers. (Al-Aaraf: 56) 


Islam promises to free the world of injustice and oppression, 
so that justice and impartiality rule, and each one gets due natural 
and lawful rights, and none.is deprived; a world safe and secure 
even for weakest of the weak. 

Islam envisions a world of high moral and ethical values, 
which is free from immodesty, nudity, and animosity; a world 
where there is an environment of love and care, and people get 
their due rights. 
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Verily, Allah commands “justice (and even more) 
kindness. (An-Nahl: 90) 


Accusations of terrorism on Islam can only result from sheer . 
ignorance, and not in the light of true knowledge. Some people 
also try to associate terrorism with Islam because of prejudice and 
communal feelings. Prejudice and i ignorance cannot alter the truth. 
Islam commands its followers that not only in normal 
circumstances, but even in the battlefield they should not tarnish 
their character by aggression and injustice. 
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And fight in the way of Allah those who fight you, but 


do not transgress the limits. Truly Allah does not like 
transgressors. (Al-baqarah: 190) 


Islam teaches its followers that during warfare, they must 
keep their hands off women, children, disabled, people not taking 
part in war, farmers, and pundits, priests, or monks worshiping in 
any place of worship. To put a blame of terrorism on Islam is to 
wipe out altogether truth and justice. 

To change this atmosphere, it is essential that Muslims should 
provide proof of Islamic teachings from their personal life. Their 
words and deeds should reflect virtue. They should exemplify 
Islamic morals. They should practice patience and endurance, and 
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should refrain from ‘emotional provocation. Wisdom and 
intelligence must guide each step they take, and they should reflect 
considerably .before each move. They should support and 
cooperate in all good, wherever it may be, and should refrain from 
allevil, and in their own capacity make efforts to put an end to it. 

At the moment, our country is going through a very critical 
phase. Things are getting worse day by day. The sentries of Indian 
constitution are themselves reducing even the basic rights given to 
every citizen to rubble. Everywhere terror and oppression are on 
the prowl. The value of human life has become dirt-cheap. 
Administration is arresting innocents whereas, the guilty are 
moving around freely. This situation necessitates rising up of the 
Indian Muslim community against this tyranny, oppression, 
exploitation, and terrorism. It must rise to the occasion for 
ensuring peace and harmony, establishing justice and equity, 
safeguarding human rights in this’ country. It must continue its 
struggle until each one of us gets his / her due right, and there is 
restoration of justice and equity in the country. This is not a 
simple task, which a few people or a couple of organizations can 
undertake. Rather, it requires the entire community and each of its 
members. When twenty crores of this community rise up with this 
resolution, there is no other course, but of peace and- equity, 
which this country can take. : 

There is no doubt, that several other people and organizations 
are also concerned about the worsening situations, increasing 
communal tensions, and oppression of minorities in this country. 
They also keep expressing and communicating their 
dissatisfaction. However, the strength with which people need to 
voice these concerns is lacking. Some political motives are 
responsible for this lack of strength. For many, it is a concern of 
safeguarding their political status and their power in the 
government. However, your faith and religion obligate you to stand 
up to’ restore justice and equity, end oppression, tyranny, and 
exploitation, and put in all your efforts to secure’ the rights of 
common people. You have to move with the courage, diligence, 
and determination that in this country, law will rule, justice and 
equity will prevail, and everyone will get his / her due rights. 

Last, but not the least, I address the nation as a whole, and 
more specifically to all the people and organizations, who hold the 
power in their hands that we all are against, and very strongly 


& The State of Our Nation ... 


condemn every act of terror. However, the way in which the 
administration alienates the community after every terror incident 
and the organized attempts to implicate them are alarming. A. 
recent example is that of September 19, 2008, when two students 
and inspector Mohan Chand Sharma lost their lives because of 
police action. The police termed it encounter. After this, in the 
name of investigation began a series of arrests of Muslim youth. 
Yet, the entire episode has raised several very serious and critical 
questions, which the administration could not answer. Therefore, 
there is a continued demand from the Muslim community for a- 
high-level inquiry of the entire incident. Several social and political 
organizations have also supported the same. Muslims are even — 
demanding setting up of a high-level commission to conduct a fair _ 
and unbiased investigation of all the bomb: blast incidents that 
occurred in various parts of the country including Maharashtra, 
Gujrat, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and others, and to expose the 
real story of these incidents to the common people: 

This country has a definite constitution and law. If a person 
‘is guilty, then the administration should take appropriate action 
against the guilty. However, declaring a person criminal before the 
court of law sanctions the samé is against the constitution. There 
is an apprehension that continuing such practices might lead. to 
Josing trust and confidence in the constitution itself by a section of 
the society. 

The biased and partial practices seem more like a concerted 
effort to portray the Muslim community as a suspicious and 
dangerous group thari a serious concern for controlling terrorism. 
This approach can never bring the ‘realistic situation to the 
forefront. . 

The Muslim’ community has been a saat’ resource for 
our Indian nation. It has given great sacrifices repeatedly for the 
progress of this nation. It has provided outstanding and undeniable 
educational, social, and cultural contributions. It has been a source 
of our nation's pride in the international scenario. The need of the 
hour is that this community should not face partiality and 
communalism. Rather, its knowledge and skills be utilized for 
furthering nation's progress. Our nation should provide supportive . 
opportunities for it to play its constructive role in restoring true 
values and contributing to the progress of our country. . 
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